The processes by which Europe was divided into two armed camps




The British said that they had formed the Triple Entente to prevent Germany taking over all of Europe.


Germany said that the Triple Entente had been formed to surround and threaten Germany.








1907





Britain and Russia reached a similar agreement and the Triple Entente was formed





1904





In the past France had always been Britain’s main rival.  But Britain had become increasingly worried about growing German power.  In 1904 Britain and France reached and agreement and patched up their old rivalries with the Entente Cordiale.





1894





France formed an alliance with Russia.  Russia had borders with both Germany and Austria.  France and Russia promised to help each other if either of them was attacked.








1882





Italy saw that it would benefit from joining Austria and Germany, so in 1882 the Triple Alliance was formed.





1879





Austria and Germany formed an alliance.  They promised to help each other if either country had to go to war





1870





In 1870 France lost the territories of Alsace and Lorraine (both rich industrial areas) to Germany and they feared more attacks from Germany, so they built up its forces on its border with Germany





1870


In 1870 Germany became a united country.  It had ambitions to become a great power like Britain.  


The Germans were worried that France might attack them to win back Alsace and Lorraine which the Germans had recently won from France in war.





Meanwhile, the vast Austrian Empire was in danger of falling apart.  Some areas of the Empire were trying to become independent with the support of Russia.  Austria needed a strong ally
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